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This guide is a publication of Shine	Your	Eye	(SYE) - an online and 
mobile platform that lets you learn about your elected officials, 
follow their activities and engage them. The platform provides 
information (where available) on each official including: 
educational background, experience, policy interests, phone 
numbers, email addresses and constituency offices (where 
applicable). The platform also allows users to search for their 
representative using the Polling Unit number (PU#) on their voter’s 
card.

Our goal is to increase	accountability in governance by making it 
easier for Nigerians to engage elected office holders. Curating their 
activities also makes it easier to review track records at election 
time.

SYE is an intiative of Enough	is	Enough	Nigeria	(EiE	Nigeria). EiE 
Nigeria is a network of individuals and organizations committed to 
instituting a culture of good governance and public accountability in 
Nigeria through active citizenship.

Partners include News Central TV, Chocolate City Group, TASCK, 
Reclaim Naija, CO-Creation Hub (CcHub), BudgIT and The Cable.

Started in 2010, EiE Nigeria created the RSVP	(Register	|	Select	|	
Vote	|	Protect) campaign to leverage technology, especially social 
media to mobilize significant participation from citizens in the 18-
35 age block in the 2011 elections and beyond.
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We would like to thank -

Enough is Enough Nigeria,
legally registered as The	EiE	Project	Ltd/Gte.

Independent National Electoral Commission

Local Government Area

National Assembly

Shine Your Eye - an online and mobile platform to 
engage elected officials.

EiE

INEC

LGA

NASS

SYE
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A state has 3 branches - executive, legislature and 
judiciary. A state’s residents are governed by a Governor 
who executes law made by the State’s House	 of	
Assembly.
The role of government at the state level,  in 
collaboration with the local government, is to maintain:
1. primary, vocational and adult education,
2. health services and
3. basic infrastructure like state roads.

A Local Government Council oversees each Local 
Government Area (LGA). The Local government is 
responsible for things like:

Construction and maintenance of rods and 
streets; street lights and drains;

Establishment, maintenance and regulation of 
markets, motorparks and public conveniences;

Registration of all births, deaths and marriages.

State governments share the following responsibilities 
with the federal government:

Facilitate industrial, commercial and agricultural 
development.

Facilitate developments in university and post-
primary education.

Maintain law & order and guarantee public safety 
and security.
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(where	applicable)
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Ability to email officials directly from the platform

Legislator score cards

Community highlights on projects sponsored or pushed 
by legislators via our partnership with BudgIT’s	
Tracka (www.tracka.ng).

In the future, we hope to add the following features;

1.

2.

3.



CONSTITUTION
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Referendum	by	INEC
Within 90 days of receiving the petition, INEC must 
conduct a referendum on the recall of the legislator.

Affirmative	Votes
During the referendum, an affirmative vote by more	
than	50% of the total registered voters in the 
constituency would deem such a member recalled. 
This process is to verify the true intent of the 
signatures received.

The Constitution’s recall provisions have been tested several times, 
but unsuccessful	each	time.
From the sections quoted above, sections 160 of the Constitution of 
The Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999(as amended), Sections 2(c) 
and 113 of the Electoral Act 2022 that establish INEC’s Regulations 
and Guidelines 2024, there are 6 steps to recalling a federal legislator. 
They are as follows:

A petition alleging a loss of confidence in the member 
which is signed by more	than	half	of	the	registered	
voters (50%+1) within the legislator’s constituency is 
submitted to the INEC Chairman. This petition must be 
accompanied by a covering letter with the contact 
address, telephone numbers, and email addresses of the 
petitioners.  The signing of the petition may be by 
signatures or thumbprints. 

Upon receipt of the petition, INEC will notify the 
legislator facing recall in writing at their official address, 
copy the presiding officer of the legislature, and post the 
notification on the Commission's website.

Publication	of	Notice
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It is important to note that the Constitution only allows recall for the 
legislative arm. There is no such provision for the executive 
(President, Governor) arm of government. Local government 
officials cannot be recalled either. The closest equivalent for such 
officials in the 1999 Constitution is the impeachment	 process 
which does not directly involve citizens.

1.

2.



Referendum	by	INEC
Within 90 days of receiving the petition, INEC must 
conduct a referendum on the recall of the legislator.

Affirmative	Votes
During the referendum, an affirmative vote by more	
than	50% of the total registered voters in the 
constituency would deem such a member recalled. 
This process is to verify the true intent of the 
signatures received.
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INEC verifies that the signatures/thumbprints in the 
petition are by registered voters in the constituency. The 
verification	 is	carried	out	at	 the	polling	units	using	
the	 Register	 of	 Petitioners	 (Form	 EC	 41)	 and	 the	
Bimodal	Voter	Accreditation	System	(BVAS)	with	the	
voter’s	 card. Both the legislator and petitioners may 
appoint Verification Agents (registered constituency 
voters). Individual observers can also apply to INEC to 
monitor the process. The legislator must upload their 
agents' names, addresses, photos, and signatures to the 
Commission's portal no later than one(1) week before 
verification. Verification is in two steps as we saw with 
Natasha's case. They do a manual one to ensure there are 
proper signatures, then they go to the field.

INEC verifies that the signatures/thumbprints in the 
petition are by registered voters in the constituency 
through	 a	 two-step	 process. First, there is an initial 
manual screening to confirm that the submitted 
signatures are complete and appear to be valid. Once this 
is done, INEC	proceeds	to	 field	verification,	which	is	
carried	out	at	the	polling	units	using	the	Register	of	
Petitioners	 (Form	 EC	 41)	 and	 the	 Bimodal	 Voter	
Accreditation	 System	 (BVAS)	 along	with	 the	 voter’s	
card. Both the legislator and the petitioners may appoint 
Verification Agents (who must be registered voters in the 
constituency). Individual observers can also apply to 
INEC to monitor the process. The legislator must upload 
their agents' names, addresses, photos, and signatures to 
the Commission’s portal no later than one (1) week before 
verification.

Verification3.

If the petition meets the required threshold of 50%	+	1 
petitioners, INEC must conduct a referendum in the 
legislator’s constituency within 90 days.

Referendum	by	INEC4.

An	affirmative	vote	by	a	simple	majority of the total 
registered voters in the constituency would deem such a 
member recalled. The process is to verify the true intent of 
the signatures/thumbprints received. Voting is done 
using Open Secret Ballots following the Election 
Commission's current Regulations and Guidelines and, no 
person shall be permitted to vote at any Polling Unit other 
than the one where he/she is registered.

Affirmative	Votes5.

If the recall is successful, INEC conducts a by-election to 
replace the recalled legislator.

By-Election6.



Within 90 days, INEC must conduct a referendum in the 
legislator’s constituency based on the petition submitted. 
INEC reserves  the right to decline the referendum if 
verification results fall below the required threshold of 
50%+1 of registered constituency voters.

Referendum	by	INEC

During the referendum, an affirmative vote by a majority 
of the total registered voters in the constituency would 
deem such a member recalled. The process is to verify the 
t r u e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s / t h u m b p r i n t s 
received.Voting is done using  Open Secret Ballots 
following the Election Commission's current Regulations 
and Guidelines and, no person shall be permitted to vote 
at any Polling Unit other than the one where  he/she is 
registered.

Affirmative	Votes

INEC conducts a by-election to replace the recalled 
legislator.

By-Election
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This booklet was launched in April 2018. This March 2025 edition is 
updated to reflect changes from the Regulations	and	Guidelines	
for	the	Recall	of	a	member	of	the	National	Assembly,	House	of	
Assembly	 of	 a	 state	 or	 Area	 Council	 of	 the	 Federal	 Capital	
Territory	(2024).

INEC	RECALL	GUIDELINES
2024	UPDATE

Key changes include:

Petition	Requirements

A recall petition must include a covering letter and 
contact details of petitioners.

Appointment	of	Agents 

Both the lawmaker and petitioners can appoint 
Verification and Polling Agents.

Voting	Procedure

The recall referendum follows INEC’s Open Secret 
Ballot method.
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When	 news	 of	 the	 outcome	 of	 the	 vote	 to	 increase	 their	 allocations	
became	public,	some	of	his	constituency	members	got	very	angry	and	a	
group	of	unemployed	graduates,	led	by	a	young	lawyer,	Gafa,	decided	to	
organize	a	town	hall	meeting	to	determine	if	others	in	the	community	
were	willing	to	take	action	besides	complain.	The	town	hall	meeting	was	
organized	 at	 the	 community	 centre	 which	 had	 about	 450	 people	 in	
attendance.	At	the	meeting,	the	following	steps	were	agreed	upon:

Gafa and his team were able to gather signatures from 50.5%	
of	 the	 registered	 voters in Wazobia and submitted the 
petition to INEC.

1.

INEC conducted a two-step verification exercise. First, a 
manual screening of the petition was done to ensure the 
signatures were complete and appeared valid. This was 
followed by a physical verification at designated centers, 
where signatories were required to appear in person with 
their voter’s card to confirm their support for the recall.

2.

After the verification, INEC confirmed that the threshold was 
met, and Mr. Tamedo was recalled.

3.

A by-election was held, and Mrs. Nag Gbage was elected as 
the new Senator representing Wazobia.

4.

Mrs. Gbage’s first action was to set up a team to plan her bi-
monthly town hall constituency meetings in Wazobia.

5.



Office Of The Citizen
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You are welcome to donate anonymously without giving us your contact information.

Would you like to donate to support our work?

If yes, please fill out the following information:

We invite you to influence Nigeria's trajectory by supporting our work to ensure 
that Nigerians are engaged and aware of how to make governance work for 
the benefit of all.
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